
International Symposium on Ecosystem Behavior 
 at The University of Maine 

BIOGEOMON2012 
 

Monitoring of the behavior of components of ecosystems has repeatedly proven to be an 
essential, if not often maligned, activity to understand the physical, chemical and biological 
functioning of Earth.  This monitoring takes place at various spatial and temporal scales.  As 
might be expected, if you don’t look, you don’t see it!  This truism has never more important 
than in an era of a rapidly changing chemical and physical climate in which we live. 

As early as the 1970s’, monitoring programs existed for the purpose of understanding the 
chemical climate of our atmosphere, because of acidification of surface waters and damage to 
biota, principally fish, especially in the Nordic countries.  During this period, Bedřich Moldan 
and Tomáš Paces, visionary scientists from Czechoslovakia, were documenting and 
understanding the fluxes of elements to and from calibrated forested watersheds.  They wished to 
share their data and ideas, and benefit from other perspectives.  So, in spite of politically difficult 
times (the 1980s in Eastern Europe), they had the courage to call a meeting of concerned 
watershed scientists to Prague.  Not surprisingly, the need to understand the processes 
responsible for watershed runoff chemistry was strongly supported.  Over 150 concerned 
scientists from 20 countries (the majority from the west) attended the 1st International 
Symposium on Ecosystem Behavior, termed GEOMON (for geologic monitoring). The 
name was not comprehensive enough to capture ecosystem behavior, but the concept of 
gathering together to share data, ideas, and understanding did; GEOMON became 
BIOGEOMON.  In 1992, after the dissolution of the Soviet Union, BIOGEOMON-2 occurred, 
again in Prague, and the focus broadened, with cross-disciplinary science recognized as critical.  
Scientists were compelled to continue traditional monitoring (i.e., you cannot discover decadal 
processes with two years of data!), supplement those studies with ecosystem manipulations at 
various scales (e.g., time and space), include mechanistic biogeochemical research, develop 
empirical process-oriented modeling, and adopt new analytical techniques as they became 
available.  Since 1992, the venue for BIOGEOMON has oscillated across the Atlantic Ocean.  
This tradition will continue in 2012 with the conference being hosted in Maine, USA under the 
leadership of Professors Ivan Fernandez and Stephen Norton from the University of Maine, with 
a cast of international contributing scientists.  The location of the conference will be Point 
Lookout, Northport, Maine during July 16-21, 2012.  The format of the meeting includes three 
days of formal scientific sessions.  A typical day includes a Conference Plenary Speaker, 
followed by four concurrent sessions, each introduced by a Session Plenary Speaker.  
Contributed oral papers extend until late afternoon, with planned breaks, and time to view 
posters contributed by graduate students and their mentors.  Themes for the sessions are drawn 
from past conferences, with some modification, including one or two new themes developed by 
the organizational committees for that conference.  A one-day field trip to research and cultural 
sites occurs in the middle of the conference.  Thus the content of the meetings slowly evolves as 
the science and venue changes. 

Each conference publishes a compilation of abstracts of all oral and poster presentations, 
and a sub-set of presentations are developed into manuscripts, peer-reviewed, and published in 
high profile international journals.  The 2009 BIOGEOMON conference is being published in 
Biogeochemistry.  The history, growth, and venue of the BIOGEOMON conference are 
summarized below: 



 
1. Prague, Czechoslovakia (1987, n = 150, 20 countries) (alias GEOMON) 
2. Prague, Czech Republic (1992, n = 200, 27 countries) 
3. Villanova, Pennsylvania, USA (1997, n = 240, 28 countries) 
4. Reading, England, UK (2002, n = ca. 300) 
5. St. Cruz, California, USA (2006, n = ca. 300) 
6. Helsinki, Finland (2009, n = 450, 474 oral papers and posters, 43 countries, 5 continents) 

(http://www.environment.fi/default.asp?contentid=302886&lan=EN) 
7. Northport, Maine, USA (2012, n = 400-500) 
 

 
 
 
BIOGEOMON has never been associated with a professional organization.  Scientific meeting 
facilities, lodging, food, and field trips have been financed by private industrial, governmental, 
and educational organizations, coupled with registration fees and per-diem charges from the 
participants.  Registration fees are not available to support conference preparation until 
approximately 6 months prior to the meeting; however, expenses to organize the meeting have 
already started.  Thus, we are soliciting financial support for BIOGEOMON2012, an exciting 
opportunity for the University of Maine and the State, to assure the success of this activity. 


